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Chazon Ish explains that the Torah does noT mean to

2 -
5 /19-31 guarantee that everyone will be prosperous and well fed

19 The land will give its fruit and you will eat your fill; you will dwell securely upon it. 2° If you
will say: What will we eat in the seventh year? — behold! we will not sow and not gather in our
crops! 2] will ordain My blessing for you.in the sixth year and it will yield a crop sufficient for
the three-year period, 22 You will sow in the eighth year, but you will eat from the old crop; until

the ninth year, until the arrival of its crop, you will eat the old.
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despite the restrictions of Shernittah. Rather, the verse
assures lIsrael that, contrary to those who see only the laws
‘of nature, it will not be automatic that those who do not
work will have no food; there will be a general blessing upon
the:Jewish people who observe these laws. However, as
always, the'sins of individuals can cause them to forfeit the
blessing, and some people may suffer because of the
actions of their neighbors (Chazon Ish, Shevi'is 18:4).
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ur uncertainty over whether we will have enough to eat and to feed
yur families during the years the land is left untended, although our
-oncerns can be justified on a rational level, our questioning indicates
an imperfection in our commitment to God. This hint of rebelliousness
on our part evokes a like response from nature, so that the land’s vield is
no longer guaranteed. '

ven 50, God does not reject our yearning; He knows that in our
heart of hearts our desire is to fulfill all that He asks of us. Qur question-
ing of God’s promise has led to a state in which nature is no longer sub-
servient to our needs. In this state we cannot feel secure that we and our
families will find sufficient sustenance during the shemittah and yovel
years when we fulfill His will by refraining from sowing and harvesting
ourt crops. In this less than ideal circumstance, when we question God’s
promise and cause nature to function in a state of rebellion, God Him-
self must ordain a special blessing — not as a reward for our doubts but
in recognition of our frailties.
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226 O RABBIFRAND ON THE PARASHAH 2

N THE PARASHAH OF SHEMITTAH (THE SABBATICAL .

year), we find two different forms of blessing for those who
keep shemittah. The first form is alluded to in the pasuk,
“The land will give its fruit and you will eat your fill.” Rashi
explains that we will have to eat only a little bit, and the food
~will be blessed in our intestines to make us feel that we have
eaten our fill.

¢ Two_pesukim later, we read that Hashem will bless the
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crops of the sixth year, and they will provide enough produce

for three vears.
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Why do we need both of these blessings? It would seem

that one of the two is suffxcxent If the crops of the sixth -

year are plentlful enough then the food does not need to be
blessed inside us, and if we feel like we have eaten our fill
after eating very little, then why do we need such plentiful
crops in the sixth year?

The answer, writes the Sforno, is found in the pasuk found
between these two blessings. The Torah promises us the.sec-
ond blessing in response to the following‘ questionf

“If you will say: What will we eat in the seventh year? —
behold! We will not sow and we will not gather our crops!”
~' The point of Shemittah is to make us realize that every-

thmg comes from Hashern and that He can provxde for us

even 1f we do not engage m ordmary forms of hzshtadlus

(effort) to earn a livelihood.

% The ultimate level of faith in Hashern’s ability to provide

forusi to accept H15» Ommpotence thhout asking questlons
A person who attains the highest levels of_ fﬁ’,tﬁ does not won-
der how it is possxble to take a year off from work and make

ends meet He reahzes that no matter how much we work our

X earnings are ultlmately determined by Hashem. It stands to

reason, then, that if Hashem commands us not t_o__work, He
will provide for us as if we did work. Someone who accepts
this premise finds no need to ask how he will subsist in the
Shemittah year.

A person who is not on such a high level of faith has
a hard time handlmg the concept of taking a year off for

~ Shemittah. He lies awake at night worrying during the sixth

/

, Hashem’s ability to pr

year of Shemittah. “How in the world will I get by next
year if [ do not plant crops,” he thinks as he tosses and
turns restlessly. )

Hashem provides different blessing to each person, as
appropriate for his level of faith. A person who accepts
ide w1thout asklng questlons ‘will not
reap an amazing bumper crop in the sixth year, because he
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does not need to see such plentiful crops in order to trust
in Hashem He is able to sleep at night just as well without
havmg overstuffed storehouses when Shemittah arrives. How
does such a person survive Shemitiah? He eats a little bit
®at a time, and his minuscule intake is blessed and he feels

satiated. The crop that he reaped in the sixth year lasts' three

years, even though it is the same amount of produce’ that

usually lasts a year!

A person who lies awake at night wondering how he will
get by cannot handle the blessing of the person with Vpure
faith. If he oes not see results before Shemittah begins,
he. will be f_lll_ed with anxiety, and his life will be miserable.
Hashem does not want him to worry unnecessarily, so He'
sends him a bumper crop before Shemittah starts. =
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Although the WOTAS IP§°S0n miwa 9aR3 mm Timwn o1 are
normally interpreted as ‘And if you say, what shall we eat in
~ the seventh year?’, Ramban?® has a different explanation:—
TIRRN D — DIWR WD DYAVH WA BIXI 1 TIARD M
D mrpwn Maya o BRI D baRy om neyawn mwea
o> PR NTYED STwNN APM AEmER MR hnnw T
IRV PIPA MR 1Y YORY oawa Yoa ammd moyhava
*fif2 SRKP IOYRwR Mwa VBN 3 2MDT MU ... myEwn
Hwh ARENA AwYRw DWRT AIPS TON3 PR MK R Yo
nURY2 D3 PXRONW YD A373 NOTIR RIT DINR OONAN oMwn
g bavm
¢ Ramban explains that in the seventh vear the people will
be eating from the sixth year’s produce. Consequently, only

~in the seventh year »willfthg@ﬂggy about what they
will have to eat in the eighth year. Thus the verses read: ‘If in
( Uhe sventh year you ask, “What shall we eat!” the prodiiee)
of the sixth year, says God, will suffice for three years (sixth/
seventh, eighth) in the case of Shemittah, and four years
(forty-eighth, forty-ninth, fiftieth, fifty-first) in the case of

Yovel’ )
The Kii Yakar® points out a difficulty in the Rambap.
How should there be cause for anxiety in the seventh vear,

seeing that it was promised that the vield in the sixth vear

13

soeRbEy AT vnwn ppween bya amabure ovn 21 X7 2n2w 0

WRIM NNRT b INAWR RO A3 1278 DRI wm e
ANV RBPWRN DD MM IB1 PR3 BRI TR poDW Tham
MWW LR M PExa VAR psen Pmb mawnn nman pnyaw
(ann TR YD TRV 3 3 OTARR N3 DM RN
MDA ANAYRR W WISNR pYBYW W v I m::)
yh Jian TIoN NRM NDUWEY NINSWR mAWwn3 Twhy
oYY AN 7en may ppba hey P9 Duwn by oum
Wi XA YIND DRIINGD MR RY WD MW hYT mowmwn
LI

{1"0 1?7 1 W0 T
B11a o ek TmRn Yon

W RYT PUNT DRENR T MW ,0TR 19 1R 9130 R pIOR OW IR e
ERL -l

nINoWY KM @ OYIR L9 Y DN B Tiam nmawn AR R P R
1100 WD ARIIND IR IR AR PaR ,aMam

nTnb BRATD 3 AR DIRY 17apT 12 PRT T2 nwam anmsa pma vpb
MR oY TR 0°HwR B ANAwan PhY N 19,8133 numng nnng
AR NaYTR 7EY TR 73 ,byn A IR WM N NI 730

PIPW TP 5V MNP DBRTI DTS MM WEYH TIon? oTRngw TPl e
JITPR Yo vhys 1o XPBBT RI121 WInua

9
nnmﬁ-me'm T pRT bW ALIT DITIA Y3 0MIN? RSN ijf
monn (B JR hnnown mbmnwi Lowiy P9V DIR TR NYApni 11nu’?n
i L TI2n7 IRE KW 9OnW ,nRvip 13 Ui

S

TNNRA m:n-;;;ﬁ oA Yy mn oPwa IRD TR VEWA JIIRRY R
T PRY JPIND KR IR T MIROED Yow T2 (PIR3 YT DR ANnv2 bathl
;{TDTI nrn nan A ROR INTIIWRD IR IR R WNRE 127 Y1 abn

SR YOWS 991,15 NMIWR 10N WR RN 182 WM XY 797 TR, 1Y

LTnrn AT X772 % v
.d

-— 16
besar Tma NN nyy

~

would be abundant enough to last three or four years? Once
this has been witnessed in the sixth year, surely one should
stop worrying? The KJi Yakar answers that the blessing in
the food conmcerned not quantity but quality: even if only
a_small measure were_eaten, it would satisfy the appetite.
Thisis, in fact, how Rashi? treats the words_yawb onbom :—
1293 12 XAN D°YRA TIND AR
Even if you eat only a little, it will be blessed in your
stomach.

ﬁl Hence, the blessing is not before one’s eyes. Satisfaction
he day does not guarantee a similar condition the following
day or needless to say, the following week, month, or year.
If by the seventh year, then, one is troubled by the apparent
gradual depletion of resources, God gives the assurance that
the special quality of the food will be a continuous blessing
for three years. Hence, one should trust in God and observe
ell the laws of Shemittah unhesitatingly.
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| Qe Noam Elttrlelech asks: Why did the Torah begin this topic’ 1D 1% WDTAan pUUYY MNN IR 1) NI KOR 019wl on
0 with a question: If you will say, “What will we eat in the sev- Y5 @M BRY PV STIY 072 N JRoNImY TT K

~= enth year?” The Torah could have stated that Hashem will
ordain His blessing on the crop without any question

P”wn TUPYRAY 399 Y0 nORY T un’ 3TN0 NI e

B’Shem being asked. He quotes the explanation of his brother, " 10 TR A%y YV K9mea nd POy vy 197 mavipa 9

Omro the Rebbe R’ Zusha of Anipoli. R” Zusha gies an ' S moman

T answer that is crucial to understanding hashkafas

HaTorah (the Torah perspective). 721 SRIYYW ,ARAN YI0I RN P WP PUavnw RN
The world was created with one goal: the fulfiliment of Torah and SORTRY TIY 1R MR RN Y1910 N3 1Y owmy

mitzvos. Therefore, the rules of nature were formulated to bend to
the needs of those who execute that lofty goal, the ultimate pur--

pose of Creation.

YawR nR VUeyy R MUawE rPUSE PINAn NTnRs DeTrw RPN

,719°1Y D3 PR NNY wInnm 1OOR oyun bw omo Y nys
owYnt YRIW? YO Onioaa T YYY TMan mnan oanw owd
' gyn 5S¢ ®YNMDI NI AN IR OnDw ImKRD MmOl oaon

If one would not ask the question of how we can survive in the
world of nature when adherence to the Torah seems to defy nature,
Xthere would be no need for Hashem to promise an abundance,

Pecause the extra blessing would occur naturally. For anyone who UKD NY7N 19T 13 03 R0 a0 o7yo povn IR T
, dcmm& nature will YT YW TIA° NOR 9T TR NINKI DPIBPT 1NYTa on v 7
inevitably serve his needs. If, however, there is a deficiency in the . o —
belief of}’:his hashgachah, and we express our insecurity ir}: Hash- : . J2Pn 9 K9R9 N9 e @enonn ot
em’s system of nature, a fracture takes effect in the normal channels W3 YIRI AN TIMRA M NN NMIRY P92 Ran 0
r.f of hashpaah, and nature no longer assists those who keep the Torah OYEA WA M9 NTNTT ANYanY OnK Pt IN . —

yithout a specific command from Above. The reason there is a need
for a special berachah is that the question was asked.
“The pasulk is telling us that even in such an event, when we

VIVDN IR Paun DK 1T DONYRWa Onunn PpPv o PR
99 YN ANVINY PP RO LYoV IR 7IpY anR ooTIXY

question our ability to keep the Torah, Hashem will provide for - NN DR M
us In a supernatural manner, and command the earth to produce A
extra to sustain us through the Shemittah vear and beyond. =3 o : .
] The Torah adds that Joseph, disturbed at his father
Atan event forKere HaShvus ln 1 994 the Rebbe repeated the placing Ephraim in front of -his elder brother and thinking
above vort of the Rebbe eb Zusha and added a few words that that it was unintentional, tried to transfer his father’s right

hand from Ephraim to Menasseh. Jacob then told him that he
had acted intentionally, for Ephraim would be greater than °
Menasseh. Then the Torah records a further blessing of Jacob:
DphR Tore MRy Lxawr a2 12 MY Xan ara ooman
JWIn MEY DMIBR DR DY TwIind DMK
And he blessed them on that day saying: Through
you shall Israel bless, saying, "May God make you
like Ephraim and like Menasseh” And he placed
Ephraim before Menasseh.

.reveal muc. "about _

outlook on the 'resp fzbzllty of one Jew

ask ourselues “What -wlll they eat’-” We must see vto lt that their
'needs are met’ # o '

’))‘5%5 “MNatural” Effects of Torah

~ .
R’ Zusha is teaching us two fundamental concepts. Nature was The Divrath Shelomok asks why Jacob blessed them again

when he had already blessed them once{ His answer also

créated in accordance with the Torah and will therefore assist those explains the difficulties he had raised coficerning Abraham
who keep it; and natural assistance is contingent on emunah in this and Sarah.
truth. E

The deeper understandmg of the next parashah, Bechukosai,
which discusses the reward for following the Torah and the con- —_—
_sequences for not doing so, is based on this concept. Heeding the SﬁFora blessing to be effective, mfﬁcmn Y
word of Hashem brings berachah because we allow the natural that he who bestows the blessing should deserve the fulfilment
blessing that flows from Torah to take effect, After all, the world of his blessing. The person blessed must himself firmly
was created to assist in the ultimate goal of avodas Hashem. Con- A believe in the blessing. Hence, the very fact that Joseph
versely, by disregarding the Torah and mitzvos, the world order is thought his father’s blessing was not valid because he had

unintentionally confused the two sons, invalidated the
blessing. Accordingly, Jacob had to bless them afresh, after

disrupted, resulting in the Tochachah.

] B making it clear to Joseph that he knew what he was doing.!

M 77759;31371\?151{& For the same reason, it was necessary for Abraham o be
“The Divrath Shelomoh asks a similar question on the aware of Sarah’s doubt as to the efficacy of the blessing, if he
subject of Jacob’s blessings to Ephraim and Menasseh. The was to dispel incredulity from her heart. For it was her
Torah relafes that Jacob put his right hand on Ephraim’s incredulity that had vitiated the blessing and made it necessary
head and left hand on Menasseh’s head and blessed them with for God to bless them once again. This view enunciated by
the following prayer to God: -the inrath Shelomoh to the effect that the recipient of the

DY B DD K9P DWAT PR T ¥4 Yo oMK SR oA / blesstng must believe wholeheartedly in the power of the)
blessing, enables us to answer the questions we raised on our

FIRT TIP3 395 WY pREM OANaR NaR

May the angel who has redeemed me from all evil
bless these youths, and in them may be called my
name and the name of my fathers, and may they
propagate abundantly in the midst of the Land.’

Sidra and the Midrashim that deal with it.
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" Menuchas ha'nefesh T
The Chovos Hal.evavos (Hakdamah L'Shaar HaBitachon), explains
that the middah of bitachon leads to menuchas ha'nefesh, inner tran-
quility, which means a life without worry or nervousness, free from
making constant analyses as to which approach will guarantee physi-
cal and financial security. Such thinking precludes the mind from
contemplating the eternal truths of the Torah.

Bitachon and menuchas ha'nefesh are complementary states of be-
ing. The Chovos HaLevavos repeats many times that bitachon can be
measured by a person’s menuchas ha'nefesh, without which his mind
cannot properly function. If the intellect is not free of worry, then
the Torah has no place to enter, and the person denies himself the
ability to learn and grow. If the mind is constantly preoccupied with
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calculating all the possible returns one might see on one’s investments,
for example, when will he meditate on the quality of faith and trust?
Additionally, lack of trust renders a person incapable of forming deep
and genuine relationships with others. He assumes that all agreements
are for the sake of convenience, and is always on guard against changes
that might indicate a parting of ways.
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When G-d hid His presence after Adam and Eve ate the fruit
the Tree of Knowledge, He limited this concealment to 6,0
years. Although we can usher it in earlier, the Messianic era w
commence no later than the beginning of the seventh millenniuii

The six years during which agricultural work is permitt 3
correspond to the six millennia of the world’s present state of ex
tence. The sabbatical year corresponds to the seventh millenniury
when the world will “rest” from its present state. We are now lfy
the latter part of the sixth millennium, ie., nearing the end of th(‘;
sixth “year” ;

In this context, we know that the Divine consciousness and;
spiritual strength of our generation cannot compare to those of;
earlier ones. This being the case, we may wonder how it can be that

™~ the sixth “year” — the weakest one — will be the one to provide for
the seventh. How can our relatively weak spirituality usher in the
Redemption, when the superior spirituality of our holy ancestors}f
did not? ’

To this, G-d replies that in the merit of our simple faith - as»
expressed in our dedication to our Divine mission despite all;
obstacles and beyond the constraints of logic - He will increase the:
yield of the “sixth year,” and bring us the Redemption.?

3. Likutei Sichot, vol. 27, p. 190.
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